Bulletin BPI 07-01
Subject: Pressure Bleeders

Vehicle Involved: All

Condition: Purging air and contaminates from hydraulic system

Repair Procedure: Pressure bleeders may be used to purge air or contaminates from
a vehicles hydraulic brake system very effectively. The fluid is stored in a sealed
chamber in the bleeder, preventing contamination of the fluid.
A diaphragm is used to separate the air chamber from the fluid chamber. Air is
introduced into this chamber through an Schrader valve. Damage may be done to the
diaphragm if excessive air is applied when the tank is empty.
After filling the fluid chamber of the pressure bleeder with the proper fluid, air must be
bleed out of the fluid chamber so that no air will be introduced into the brake system
through the bleeder hose connection. Holding the end of the hose above the bleeder
and opening the outlet valve until all the air is removed can do this.
With the use of appropriate adapters, the pressure bleeder hose is connected to the
master cylinder. The outlet valve is then opened pressurizing the hydraulic system with
the pressure in the bleeder. Be sure adaptors fit properly, since brake fluid will harm
paint.
Bleeding the air out: The bleeder screws at the wheels should then be opened allowing
fluid to flow until the air in the hydraulic system is eliminated. This should be done at low
pressure 10 to 15 PSI, so not to agitate contaminates in the system and/or mix the air
with the fluid.
Flushing contaminates out: The lines from the master cylinder should be opened first,
to flush any contaminates from the master cylinder. The bleeder screws at the wheel
are then opened allowing fluid to flow until contaminates in the hydraulic system are
eliminated. This should be done at high pressure, 25 PSI for conventional systems and
35 PSI for ABS systems, to agitate the contaminates in the system or the fluid and to
flush them out.
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